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Laparoscopic Distal pancreatectomy with Spleen Preservation for an
Epidermoid Cyst in an Intrapancreatic Accessory Spleen : A Case Report

Aina ENDO" |, Shunsuke WATANABE? | Takashi SHONO® , Kiyoshige YAMAMOTO® , Shunsuke UGAI"
Yoko AKAGAWA” | Atsushi TOMIBAYASHI® | Takahiko KASAI? , Yoshiyuki FUJII?
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We report our experience with a female patient in her 40s with an epidermoid cyst in an intrapancreatic
accessory spleen (ECIPAS) , a benign cystic lesion of the pancreas that is difficult to differentiate from a ma-
lignancy, with a review of the literature. An abdominal ultrasound examination revealed an intrapancreatic
mass, and a close examination was performed. Although an ECIPAS was suspected as a differential diagnosis
on imaging, a laparoscopic distal pancreatectomy with spleen preservation was performed without reaching
a definitive diagnosis. Histologically, a cyst was found in the pancreas, and the cyst wall was composed of
splenic tissue, leading to a diagnosis of an ECIPAS. Although surgical resection is chosen in almost all cases
of this disease, including those diagnosed preoperatively, it is important to keep an ECIPAS in mind as a dif-
ferential diagnosis for cystic structures on the pancreatic tail with blood supply, as follow-up may be chosen

based on imaging findings.

Key words : Epidermoid cyst in an intrapancreatic accessory spleen, accessory spleen, cyst of the tail of the

pancreas
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