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Differences in ethics among doctors and nurses during transcatheter aortic
valve implantation screening and decision-making support

Rika TSUGAWA, Mami HIWADA, Natsuki TSUYUGUCHI, Fujimi SUKEISHI, Tomoka HIGASHIGUCHI

6th floor, South Ward of Tokushima Red Cross Hospital

Understanding differences in occupational ethics may lead to improvements in support for the recovery of
patient health by facilitating collaboration among different healthcare workers. Therefore, in this study,
we aimed to clarify differences in ethics between doctors and nurses in decision-making support using a self-
administered questionnaire with the retention method. The survey contained 31 items from six categories and
included questions related to the individual's sense of mission as well as an ethical dilemma related to the
four principles of bioethics (respect for autonomy, harmlessness, good deeds, and justice) . Responses were
obtained from seven doctors and 19 nurses (valid response rate : 83.8%) . The categories in which differences
between doctors and nurses were the most apparent were harmlessness and a sense of mission. With regard
to harmlessness, doctors were most concerned about the best treatment method for patients, whereas nurses
were most concerned about whether patients could comply with the lifestyle guidance and whether there
was a risk of unsafe behaviors during postoperative management. Many respondents answered that this was
often the case. More nurses than doctors answered that they had a sense of mission and that they did not
feel meaningful unless their patients recovered. Although doctors felt that giving the best possible treatment
to the patient was the most important, nurses felt that the patient's recovery was the most important; this
highlighted the differences in ethics between doctors and nurses. Thus, we believe that attending conferences
related to ethics in healthcare will lead to stronger decision-making support for the families of patients and

provide more individualized nursing care.
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