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Diagnosis of pulmonary artery intimal sarcoma by biopsy:a case report
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An 87-year-old man presented with progressive fatigue and anorexia for several days. On the day of
admission, chest radiography showed cardiomegaly and bilateral pleural effusion. Echocardiography showed
dilated right atrium and right ventricle, pulmonary artery hypertension, and the presence of a mass arising
from the right ventricular outflow tract and extending into the main pulmonary artery. Computed tomography
was performed, which revealed a heterogeneous mass in the right ventricle and pulmonary artery. Pulmonary
artery tumor or thromboembolism was suspected. For diagnosis, catheter biopsy was performed. Right
ventriculography showed filling defects in the right ventricle and pulmonary trunk. Pathological findings
revealed a pulmonary artery intimal sarcoma. Conservative treatment was administered in consultation with
his family. He died on day 33 of the illness. Pulmonary artery sarcoma is a very rare disorder, and early
definitive diagnosis is difficult. In this case, we performed a catheter biopsy and could make a definitive

diagnosis.
Key words: pulmonary artery sarcoma, intimal sarcoma, catheter biopsy
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