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A case of cervical tuberculous lymphadenitis in a
foreign worker

Emi KUNIKATA, Yasutoshi HIDA

Division of Dermatology, Japanese Red Cross Tokushima Hospital

We report the case of a 22-year-old man who came to Japan from Indonesia 2 years prior and worked in
the raw meat processing industry. A gradually increasing and painful subcutaneous mass appeared in the an-
terior neck area 1 month ago, and he was referred to our department. A red hemispherical mass was seen in
the midline of the neck. On palpation, the mass was palpable and adherent to the inferior bed. A skin incision
was made in the midline of the neck and there was copious drainage of pus. Pus smear was negative for My-
cobacterium tuberculosis (TB); however, TB-PCR was positive. He was diagnosed with cervical tuberculous lym-
phadenitis. Recently, the proportion of foreign-born patients with TB in Japan has increased annually, and mul-
tidrug-resistant TB has been reported frequently in Southeast Asia and other regions. Here, we report a case

of cervical tuberculous lymphadenitis in a worker from Indonesia.
Keywords: cervical tuberculous lymphadenitis, foreign workers, multidrug-resistant tuberculosis
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